
More than three decades after the 
collapse of communism in Middle and East-
ern Europe, there is an ongoing political 
instability in the region which now dramati-
cally manifests itself in the Russian invasion 
to Ukraine. Debates are intensifying on how 
to evaluate the process and the outcomes of 
the post-communist transformations.   

One of the earliest contributions to 
this debate is the book Taking Stock of Shock: 
Social Consequences of the 1989 Revolutions, 
which has drawn wide attention even in the 
Czech Republic, notably in the newspaper 
Salon Práva.

Together with its authors Kristen 
Ghodsee and Mitchell Orenstein, US-Amer-
ican researchers, we are going to discuss 
why the latest development in the post-com-
munist space can be labeled prosperity and 
decline at the same time and what are the 
political consequences of it for today.
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